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Vanderbilt University School of Medicine
Department of Pediatrics K12
Mentored Research Scholars Program

The Department of Pediatrics at Vanderbilt invites
qualifying faculty members to submit applications for our
mentored training program for early career pediatricians.
These pediatricians will possess the aptitude and passion
to become a new generation of basic and translational
physician-scientists.

Board-certified or board-eligible pediatricians at the
Instructor or Assistant Professor rank with an appointment
in the Department of Pediatrics are encouraged to apply.
Senior fellows may also inquire.

Research will focus on the elucidation of the molecular and
cellular pathogenesis of childhood diseases and will lead to

the identification of therapeutic targets for the development
of new drugs, biologics and vaccines.

The program will assist with career development in the
following areas where Vanderbilt has internationally
recognized programs of discovery combined with a record of
sustained excellence in research mentorship.
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K12 Scholars

Participate in mentor selection, attend seminars and
workshops, work with mentors to identify project, perform
project and participate in program evaluation

o Cancer biology

o Heart disease and development

« Infectious diseases of childhood

o Lung disease and development, including lung disease of
prematurity

o Neurological disorders

o Obesity and metabolism, including diabetes

o Other areas of research are also encouraged

TRAINING PROGRAM

The program offers integrated Pediatric department and
medical school training for three pediatric scholars, who
will receive up to three years of support focused on scientific
mentorship and personalized career development. Scholars
will have at least 80 percent of their effort allocated to
research.

The cornerstone for a successful mentor-mentee relationship
is a research apprenticeship in the laboratory of the primary
mentor, who is an established, well-funded National
Institutes of Health (NIH) investigator with adequate time to
mentor, as well as a passion and track record for successfully
training junior faculty scientists, especially physician-
scientists. We expect weekly lab meetings with the primary
mentor; although, we anticipate more frequent contact.

Scholars will have access to well-established faculty
members, including 33 basic and translational senior

Trainee Pipeline, Timeline and Milestones

investigators with sustained NIH funding coupled with a
history of mentoring scholars. Additionally, we have selected
8 pediatric Next Generation Mentors, most with R01
funding. Scholars also will be supported by institutional and
departmental resources.

Each scholar will have an individualized training program
developed by the Chair of Pediatrics, Dr. Webber, and
Training Directors, Dr. DeBaun and Dr. Denison, in
collaboration with a multidisciplinary mentorship team.

Scholar activities will include:

o K12 Club monthly meetings with the training directors
and other departmental K12 scholars

o Regular mentorship committee meetings

o Semi-annual formal evaluations of scholars and the
program

o Weekly departmental research seminars

Scholars will also have annual confidential face-to-
face meetings with two external advisors who serve as
Department Chairs at other academic medical centers.

1 1
PRE-K12 | 1] YEAR1 H YEAR 2 |l OPTIONAL YEAR
1 1
VUMC MD-PhD, E Mentored R I h Project Continued K12 Award
R38, T32 Programs ! entored Research Projec Continue 2 Awar
g ! : if did not receive KO8
' ' or equivalent funding,
Trainee > Mentor ' > K12 Selected Workshops c or:rt'r:]i(’:tz(ivézzx -
Selection Selection : Program and LabICourses the applicant to be
! ! competitive for next
1 - N submission after
External 1 Interactions with other K12 Scholars . .
Candidates H Research/Career Skills Development review of pink sheets
1
1
1
1

K12 Acceptance —>
1

Hypothesis Generation
Development '

Y

\ 4

Research Design
Milestones &

Grant Writing

Submit Career
Development

(Studios, Grant Library, Grant Pacing Workshop)

»> Award




